
Political Science 341 Introduction to Civil Wars (Fall 2018) 

Instructor: Anthony (Tony) Asquith 

Email: anthony.j.asquith@gmail.com 

Class Meeting Time: TR 2-3:15pm 

Office Address: 

Office Hours: W 1-3pm; By Appointment 

Office Phone:  

 

Course Description 

This course is designed to introduce students to the study of civil wars. Students should be 

prepared to explore the costs, dynamics, causes, and duration civil wars. Additionally, natural 

resources, international intervention, and terrorism are discussed. Supplementary readings 

found in journal articles will be assigned from the suggested readings found at the end of 

each chapter of the textbook to emphasize the importance of the readings. Pre-requisites 

include Introduction to International Relations; Introduction to Research Methods; or 

equivalent.  

 

Textbook and Supplementary Readings 

• DeRouen, Jr., Karl. (2015). Introduction to Civil Wars. Los Angeles, California: CQ 

Press An Imprint of Sage Publishing.  

• One supplemental reading listed in the suggested section at the end of each is selected 

from DeRouen and assigned on a weekly basis.  

 

Instructor’s Vision for the Course 

This course is relatively reading and writing intensive and should occur through assimilation 

of information and knowledge. The textbook and three theories for civil war are introduced 

the first four weeks of the course. Starting in the sixth week students should expect to read 

each chapter of the textbook prior to Tuesday’s class. DeRouen’s textbook is nine chapters. 

The instructor plans to lecture, answer questions and guide students on Tuesdays regarding 

the textbook. The instructor plans to analyze the assigned supplemental reading using the 

scientific method on Thursdays.  

 

Course Objectives 

• Define Civil War  

• Describe major Themes that occur within intra-state conflict and before onset 

• Practice critical listening skills 

• Determine the most important theories of civil war and intra-state conflict 

• Choose and manage a conflict to critically explain in writing its responsible conclusion 

• Assess the validity of the implications and recommendations to conclude your project 

 

Course Requirements 

• Attendance (10%) 

• Participation (20%) 

• Mid Term Paper (30%) 

• Final Exam (40%) 

 



Exam Policy 

Tardy students that arrive late after the first student finishes the exam on exam day and leave 

the classroom will not be allowed to take the exam on that day. Students must coordinate a 

rescheduled time to take the exam with the instructor within 48 hours of missing the exam. 

Students that do not take the final exam are likely to fail the course. Students should plan 

their schedule accordingly to ensure that all requirements for the class are met. All absences 

and tardiness should be cleared with the instructor in advance.  

 

Assignments 

1) Method for Generating the Study Sheet for the Final Exam 

 

Students as a class can generate up to three exam questions for the final-exam on the day 

described in the timeline. This activity is designed to generate test questions from 

students and construct a review sheet to study for exams. Students are expected to 

participate in this activity for credit as part of the participation grade and attendance. This 

activity occurs in four steps.  

 

In this scenario the final exam occurs in two parts: Part A and Part B. Students are 

required to answer three of five questions in short answer, true/false or fill in the blank in 

Part A. Short answer in this scenario means a solid three and no more than seven 

sentence paragraph. Students are provided the opportunity to generate one or two of the 

three types of questions asked on the exam in Part A. Students are provided the 

opportunity to construct one question for Part B also. Students are expected to complete a 

short answer and essay to fulfill requirements for Part B. All questions constructed by 

students are subjected to editing from the teacher and can be thrown out. 

 

At least three weeks before the final exam students are divided in to groups of three or 

four members to brainstorm in step one. The groups are expected to generate questions 

for the mid-term exam. The brainstorm occurs for the duration of the class period.  

 

Students as individuals at home are provided one week to construct two questions that 

they would like to see asked on the exam in step two. One question should be a 

regular/general question or set of questions of the material tested. A set of questions 

refers to definitions requiring fill in the blank or true false. This first question or set of 

questions could include a performance type learning question consisting of definitions 

that require fill in the blank or short answer in one or two sentences. The second question 

might include relevant content of the big picture for the material covered in class through 

that point in the semester. Students receive credit or no credit as part of their participation 

grade.   

 

After one week, students should bring their assignments back to class in step three. The 

teacher and the students, as a class, discuss the questions that the individual students 

constructed as part of their assignments to list two questions in Part A and one question in 

Part B. Students and the teacher fine tune and make micro adjustments to the questions 

that individual students constructed and answered at home. The questions or sets of 

questions are generated by the class for the review sheet. Individual students should 



answer the questions that they constructed at home. The questions and answers students 

brought to class receive full credit as part of their participation grade.  

 

The teacher brings in a review sheet consisting of questions selected by students one 

week before the exam in step four. This review sheet is used to study for the student 

generated questions on the exam. However, not all the questions on the exam are student 

generated. Two out of three questions in Part A are likely student generated. And one of 

the two questions in Part B are likely student generated.  

 

The evaluation format for the exam is constructed by the teacher one week prior to the 

administration of the exam.  

 

2) Development of the Group Activity and Individual Mid-Term Paper 

 

This assignment includes a collective part that occurs in the classroom and an individual 

part that takes the form of writing a paper at home. The assignment begins with a class 

determining groups and selecting topics from a text. Papers written by students 

individually at home should be 6-8 pages in length double spaced and use 12-point Times 

New Roman font. This activity occurs in three steps.  

 

The first step in this assignment is conducted by the teacher and students in no longer 

than fifteen (15) minutes in class. Small groups consisting of 3-5 students are formed 

using the count off method (1-2-3-etc). Number of counts depends on the size of the 

class. Cards are prepared prior to class to correspond to pictures in the text. The teacher 

shuffles the cards face down so that one student from each group randomly selects a 

picture for the group. Pictures should correspond to themes found in the chapters of the 

text. Each group selects one member to choose from the randomly shuffled pictures. 

Groups that do not like the picture or topic may find another group that does not like their 

topic and trade. Students take a five (5) minute break.  

 

The second step is conducted in no longer than thirty (30) minutes in class. As a group, 

members discuss the picture that the selected group’s member chose and note 

observations, feelings, thoughts and emotions that the picture induces from each member 

of the group. The same member that chose the picture writes down one observation, 

feeling, thought or emotion noted verbally from each student in the group. Each group 

member writes down the observation, feeling, thought or emotion of each of the students 

in the group by the end of the discussion. The written observations become the themes for 

each paper constructed individually by students in the group. Students take a five (5) 

minute break.  

 

The teacher reviews and summarizes the themes discovered within each group and 

explains the broad overview of the assignment in step three. The teacher explains the 

assignment, questions are asked by students and answered by the teacher. Lectures and 

discussion about the final paper remain ongoing.  

 

 



3) Other Assignments 

 

These assignments are given to probe the students understanding of the learning 

process in the classroom and provide the instructor with an understanding of student 

knowledge of the topics that are discussed. These types of other assignments likely 

include and are not limited to the one-minute paper, muddiest point, goal setting, quizzes 

and any other techniques the instructor deems an acceptable practice or relevant to the 

course. The other assignment grades are part of the participation grade for credit and 

require responses with good intention.  

 

Electronics Policy 

Turn off your cell phones. Electronic devices are a distraction. Cell phones and iPods are 

not permitted in class. Your participation grade and points decrease for every infraction 

of this policy outside of an emergency. Students should request from the instructor any 

changes to this policy in advance of class. If the ringing persists without the owner’s 

willingness to turn the phone off, the class will incur a one (1) point reduction in the 

participation. This penalty is likely to occur every time a cell phone rings outside of an 

emergency. 

 

Email Policy  

However, email is the most convenient way to contact me outside of class. Practice 

brevity. The format for email in this follows. Enter the subject of the email. Use the 

appropriate salutation (Hi, Tony). Write no more than two or three (2-3) sentences. 

Include your question. Conclude with your name. I am not likely to respond to emails 

that do not follow the appropriate format.  

 

Students should note that I do not spend 24 hours day, 7 days per week and 365 days a 

year online. I usually check my email at least once per day. If one student or many 

students email me the day before the exam or the day before the paper is due with 

questions about the assignment, students are likely to experience disappointing response. 

It is the student’s responsibility to meet the requirements of the course.   

 

Appointments 

Students with questions about the assignments should open dialogue with the instructor 

early in the academic term through office hours or appointment. I do not keep the same 

hours as students. I generally do not keep late hours. I prefer appointments be made in 

person.    

 

Safety and Security Procedures (Run, Hide, Fight) 

Houston Example: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5VcSwejU2D0 

 

University Academic Integrity Policies are in effect. 

Plagiarizing, cheating, fabricating or misrepresenting your work or yourself in any way is 

a violation of classroom and university policy. You are better than this! 

 

 



Instructor’s Right 

The instructor reserves the right to adjust or modify the syllabus at any time during the 

academic term. Things occur throughout the course of an academic term that could affect 

the way the content is presented in class. Adjustments or modifications to the syllabus 

could be made after discussion with the class or through instructor discretion if 

adjustments made are likely to induce greater benefits than costs to the process of 

learning for the class overall.  

 

Timeline 

 Week 1, August 20, 2018 

Thursday: Chapter 1 Introduction to Civil Wars – Syllabus, course description, 

Assign readings, Lecture 

  

 Week 2, August 27, 2018 

Tuesday: Assigned Readings. Fearon, James, and David Laitin. (2003). 

“Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.” American Political Science Review. 

97(1): 75-90.  

 

Thursday: Assigned Reading. Collier, Paul, and Anke Hoeffler. (2004a). “Greed 

and Grievance in Civil War.” Oxford Economic Papers 56(4): 563-595. 

 

 Week 3, September 3, 2018 

Tuesday: Assigned Reading. Gurr, Ted R. (1994). “” People Against States: 

Ethnopolitical Conflict and the Changing World System.” International Studies 

Quarterly 38(3): 347-377.   

  

Thursday: Exercise and Discussion: what is the muddiest point of each respective 

article? 

 

Week 4, September 10, 2018 

Tuesday: Development of the Group Activity and Individual Term Paper 

 

Thursday: Chapter 2 Costs of Civil Wars (KD) 

 

 Week 5, September 17, 2018 

Tuesday: Assigned Reading. Kang, Seonjou and James Meernik. (2005). “Civil 

War Destruction and the Prospects for Economic Growth.” Journal of Politics 

67(1): 88-109.  

 

Thursday: Assigned Reading. Ghobarah, Hazam Adam, Paul Huth, and Bruce 

Russett. (2004). “The Post War Public Health Effects of Civil Conflict.” Social 

Science & Medicine 59:869-884.  

  

 Week 6, September 24, 2018 

  Tuesday: Chapter 3 – Civil War Dynamics 

 



Thursday: Assigned Reading. Fearon, James. (2004). “Why Do Some Civil Wars 

Last So Much Longer than Others?” Journal of Peace Research 41(3): 275-301. 

 

Week 7, October 1, 2018 

Tuesday: Chapter 4 – What Causes Civil War; Instructor requests an informal 

mid-term course evaluation from students. This evaluation includes identifying 

one positive observation about the course and one negative observation written 

anonymously. 

 

Thursday: Review of three prominent civil war theories 

 

Week 8, October 8, 2018 

Tuesday: Chapter 5 – Natural Resources and Civil War 

 

Thursday: Assigned Reading. Ross, Michael. (2004). “What Do We Know about 

Natural Resources and Civil War?” Journal of Peace Research 41(3): 337-356. 

 

Week 9, October 15, 2018 

Tuesday: Chapter 6 – The Termination of Civil Wars and Post Conflict Issues 

 

Thursday: Mid-term Paper is Due October 18, 2018 

Assigned Reading. Kreutz, Joakim. (2010). “How and When Armed Conflicts End: 

Introducing the UCDP Conflict Termination Dataset.” Journal of Peace Research 

47(2): 243-250. 

 

Week 10, October 22, 2018 

Tuesday: Chapter 7 – International Intervention 

 

Thursday: Assigned Reading. Doyle, Michael W. and Nicholas Sambanis. (2000). 

“International Peacebuilding: A Theoretical and Quantitative Analysis.” American 

Political Science Review 94(4):779-801. 

 

Week 11, October 29, 2018 

Fall break. No class.  

 

 Week 12, November 5, 2018 

Tuesday: Film – The Battle of Algiers; Homework Assignment: provide 

feedback of no more than one paragraph on the film. The paragraph should 

include 3-7 sentences. This assignment is due the Thursday of Week of 12.  

  

Thursday: Film – Form groups to brainstorm for the generation of questions for 

the final exam; Conclude The Battle of Algiers; Homework Assignment: 

construct two questions for the final exam. Bring the questions and corresponding 

answers to class Thursday of Week 13.  

 

 



 Week 13, November 12, 2018 

  Tuesday: Chapter 8 – Civil War and Terrorism 

 

Thursday: Students and teacher discuss student generated questions for final 

exam. Students bring two questions constructed individually reflecting short 

answers, a set of true false questions or a set of fill in the blank questions with 

corresponding answers to class for discussion. The course objective in this 

exercise is for students to generate two questions or sets of questions in Part A 

and one question in Part B.  

 

Week 14, November 19, 2018 

No Class. Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Week 15, November 26, 2018 

Tuesday: Chapter 9; Summarize the course; Answer any remaining questions; 

Hand out review sheet. 

 

Thursday: Study day. 

 

Week 16, December 3, 2018 

Final Exam Date and Time are TBD. Semester adjourned.  


